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The Four B

LOSETED in the “White House™
in Paris, the Four are putting
the finishing to the
peace treaty, while around them

wcrecy that causes the

touches

ig an aura of st
world to wonder. _
clusion that the treaty is not yet finished,
the rest merges into conjecture. Nu one
knows what elements are to blame for the
delay, since President Wilson's threat-

Starting with the con-

encd disclosures are still unpublished, if
we except his statement that the league
of nations commission has thrown no
sand in the machinery.

Four main points, however, arve still
to be settled. They are:

1. The proper treatment of
Bolshevism.

2. The territorial claims to be
made on the Central Empires,

3. The amount of indemnity
to be exacted from Germany and
the method of payment.

4, The final acceptance of the
league of nations.

Resultant to the lack of infermation
available, optimism and pessimism re-
garding the final result are veflected in
the Paris circles and the
articles of the correspondents submitted
to the press. Thus on the same day the
following forecasts on the peace confer-

in turn in

ence saw light:

In The Tribune Frank H. Simonds
stated:
“The league of mutrons iz dead, Al

chance of a real settlement of Luropean
problems iz at an end. A desperate effort
is Lemg made to get together a' patched-up
peace within the next ten days which shall
gl least put 4n end to unrest and economic
the

paralysiz in world.™

While the staff corvespondent of “The

New York Sun” has announced:

“Real progress is being made toward a
the indicationa it
practical igdeas and net
upen the original conception of a league of

netions, which even some of its ardent sup-

peace treaty, with that

will be bazed on

porters admit now was an illusion.”

In “The New York Herald” Truman
H. Talley wrate:

“‘Marking time' is the way the French
Iress deseribes the present tedious prog-
ress of the

the editayial

neace conference. Meunwhile

writers -are directing their

stinging literary wrath against the seeret
diplomacy of the

conferrees—tie ‘secrel

diplomacy lately condemned by them and

now invoked withe result.

it
“To-day there appeared in all the atai-
noon rewspapers here what appearcd to
be zn official denial—aithough no author-
1ty was named —of all that has been printed
lately concerning the deliberations of the
Council of Four, The denial ecloquently con-
tiuded  with statement that all the

rinted news coneerning the deliberations
was {alge.”

the

. When shown the statement concern-
ing t?ae falsity. of the deliberations,
American officials said there was “an
element of truth in it, inasmuch as the

‘

reparition and territorial problems were
shifting hourly and that each hour was
| bringing  out new French proposals,
which usually were so intricate that ex-
| perts needed to be summoned to fathom
them."

Bolshevism

I_ OW to deal with Bolshevism is per-
haps the most vital problem con-
fronting the Four. 1t comes down to
two constantly recurring theovies. The
French view has been outlined by Fred-
erick Moore in The Tribune as follows:
“Renewed efforts are being made con-
stantly by the French in the hope of pei-
sunding President Wilson to counienance
military action against Bolshevism, but
they are again being told definitely that

America will not assist with men or money.” |

Thus he continues:

“Thege conflicts of opinion as to how to
deal  with Bolshevism again have heen
brotight into the foreground by the Hun-

garian action, and there are indieations that |

Grermany may adont similar measures in an
endeavor to avoid the penalticz which the
Allies intend imposing upon her.”

The sugpested antidote is the ration-
ing of Russia on some such system as
was used in Belgium, using some neutral
country as an intermediary—possibly
Denmarlk, and according {o a recent Trib-
une dispaten:

YTt seems likely that the flirtation of the
leaders of the peace conference with the
Bolsheviki will lead soon to the recegnition
of Lenine’s government by the United
States and the Allies — the only possible out-
come of the present policy of non-intei-
fersnce in Hussian affairs)

“The Washington Post™ inquires, how-
ever:

“What compromise or bargain, then, can
bLe made with Lenine?
allied nations

. How can the
forsake the innocent and
loyal million: of Russia and consign them
to death for the sake of keeping Lenine
from threatening the Allics?”

And “The Montreal Daily Star re-
Jjoins:

“We cannot reason with the Rolshevist.

ig

The only weapons he understands are the !

weapons of his own choice, We must either
exterminate Bolshevism by fores of arms or
igolate its vietims like the plague. Within
fifty years Bolshevism or democracy will
ruie the world."

EGARDING the tangle over terri-

tory, “Le Journal,” of Paris, cays:
“What a perspective of couivocation lies
before us!
Danuig

There
the

15 tulk of neutralizing
oittlets  of the Vistula,
Fur the basin of the Saap all sovts of queer

and

combinations hiave been imagined—will -
French promvictorship of the coal mi,, e
will it be provisional, with the muin-
German

il o

rrasies ol poltical severcignty
the Damoclean sword of a
dite avhich nourish the fires of
racizl antagoniem for years to come?”

According to one of the American ex-
perts, the whole situation is decidedly
difficult, He continues:

“The situation is extremely difficult, pa-
tieularly as regavds the Western frontier of
Germany., President Wilson, in a coneilia-

 tory spirit, has been willing to do mos!

overhu by

[

pleli Ay

Will Germany Sign?

e
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The German nation is

these words into

.' of ¥

ords
Cerman blic! Um. She frightens us
_umt"

here represented as having broken the

Mrong chain of Kaiserism and militarism,

But the Italian car-
the mouth of the conference at

more than
~d) Auinn,

[

TEETE

—

Out of his murky den prowls the creature wheose name is Bolshevism.
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This creature

has been pictured in many moods and guises. In the present instance our cartoonist is a
Holland artist. He stages his portrayal at the time Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg

met their fate; but the striking feature of this drawing
ground but rather that look of away and beyord which

franchised beast.

anything to aszure Freneh seeurity short of
stultitication of cngagements made o) e
time of the avmistice,

"The IPreneh have ligen assured of CVRLY
military npotection atone the Ihine and fuy
ifty kilometres tabout thivtysfive miles)
east of that viver, ¢ven tothe extent of con
sidering thut any wmilitary activity in that
scction shall be looked unon as a jostile

act. Hut this is not considered enough and
additional claima lead to the conviction thal
they dare opén to construction as meaning
something  more  than  militiry seeurity
and verging on territorinl control.

“The President is not willing tu o that
far in ecreatineg more Alsaer-Lorraine situ-
ations, and it i5 this stand againsd
which cauging the
some middie pround is found.”

these

elaims until

i dolay

Concerning the Saur valley, with its
vich coal fields, “The drookiyn Duaily
Eagle” has made the following predie-
Lion :

*“We shull the deeision of the
conference in regard to this diffieull Ny
tron. One thivgz only ig cortain ot this time:
The representatives of the United States amd
those of Gront

SUOT o

fritain will not sustain the
French cluim 1o the Swar Yallex, and in the
face of hdie anposition the elnbm will Do
renounced. 11 has heon a dangerously is-
turhing laetor

i e deliberationgd ot the

Quail d'Orsai, and (he sooner it iy shelypd

the gonner will the ponce trewty, too lung
deluyed, be ready for signutures,”

Opposing the French view, #s voicod

by Marshal Ifoch, that the Rhine Jreeny-
mees should Torm a bulwark  aeainst
future German apgression, “The Dhila-
delphia Inquirer™ has outlined views eyi-

(dently held by eertain members of (e

conference:

“Marghal Foeh wad quoted s
an

suying that
Against

i insupersble harrier anollier

| iorman witack all the territory wesl of the

Khine should be brought undor the Freni
Jurisdietion. Thut way the view of n soldier
who took no neeount of any other than mili
tury congiderutions. The region whose -
nexation he proposed in occipled by o lurgpes
German  population, and ilg enforeod -
rendor would not only violatle an important
prineiple to which the Alllas hwve souon o],
bt Bt would e n eertuin sonree ol fature
trouble, It is not fhid T
habitants would willingly nequionee i the
chunge of theie political status, They wonlid
he ne hoatile toward Parcin s U ALt
and Lorrainers wees townrd Bevlin, nind the
coateguent wituntion would eventunlly lieeome
Infoleruble

conenlvable 1=

On the other hand, The Pribune he
Haven that Che opinion of the Botente
generalippimo shoultd T ptsbadnod, opin
g editorially: :

"Whon Macahinl Foeh snya that the omion

Linl déforee of Franee te the Rhine he 12 to
L Delieved abuvo any sta an. Hasos the
duty toexpound the militery faete [t is Lthe
tatvsnien’s dluty to vecownize thatl faer and
spuare 1t ms 00 enn be gguered 1 pssentinls,
with the vights of the Bhine provine
Wepovernment and a Troe development.”

sBecause of this eleavage many aulhori-
conterence result-
g from the naturally intense dedire of
Trance for future apuinst
apgression amnd adequate remuneralion
by (;r'a:l.‘l.'tlt}' for hier war losses, balanced
ot the other side by the fear of a future
wial weeainst a Hungavian-Russian-Goen-
manie allianee under the banner of Bol-
shevism which it is thought may be pro-
cipitated by the refu
sign the treaty.  Among

which President IKhert has
Gormany will not consent to—

tics see 4 deadlocked

ouarantees

sul of Germany Lo
the
announced

clanses

s the confizeation by Preance of the Samng
territory, the dnnesation of the left bank of
Mg Ruine, the demand for indemnitios o

ceding Lhe neeme of the metion, the rodu

Lion ol the army to 75,000 men in the fae
of the prowing Bolahevist daneer and the
lnoting of the Cormaen eolonies e Alries,

FCoall or most of thess demands apee in the

peact terms, Germany will not sign

Fime for Haly is still in debite, il
some of Lhe most impassioned writing ol
nod
Danzip
ko
The point

Lhe weel: has concerned whethor o
throw the Polish chim for
wilh ity consequent outlet {o the
the sepapheap of comproniise,
of the Gernin colonies tn
hepn settled, but the Saar valley anid
the Rhine provinee:
cotneil.

o

spems have

pre 5L before the

Indemnit y

laid  down
finanecinl

s
ol

FRENCH Senator
A the Irench  idea
repnration ns follows:

e Mernel people Took st the st debt
thiey have aasanmedd during the war sntl sec

ihree golutions posaible:

Hlrar, that Gerdiiny pay

v iengd, thnt thie Tengeoo ol Sabions Lake
aver fhe whole guestion of  Taaneda! e
Babil it oo of eshiauated conprbr o,

rhied, that Pranee o banbeuapt, whien
wortt el g atbiees dbowa piid menn Bonanetil

ehion o the ontiee workil

Uk o depve the thivd powsibility oul
of conpidorntion.  Ax for the woeond, thoens
Hiv ot Beesn e g0k sy jerious wigeeention

fhacl Phe Feggeoe ol onabioms wmsonme pe ealon
bovden,  Phere romainn the
frat, which weemn wimple, yel tho Froneh

il finane inl

is not the tragedy in the fore
gleams in the eyes of the en-

—Nuteplvaler, Amsterdam,.

ren hoar that America anid even Great
Hritain s cantle finding pew difi-
vty aml now reasons for tepder egn-
feration of the German pocketbook.
Hove Britain feels about reparation as

it affects Britain v sugeested in the fol-
lowing Associnted Press dispateh:

“Colanel Clabde Towther, Unionist, de-
clared that the delegiates to the peace con-
betenes e Parg needed to be reminded
that o majority of the members of the
House of Commdns aolemnly had pledged
themselves to exact the utmost farthing
from the Germans, He zaul he hoped
Gront Rritwin was not teuckling to the
I'nited  States and bowing before Presi-
dent Wilson, who  could philosophieally
bear every countey's linancial embnrrass-
ment bt biz own,!

This s the final arrangement of pay-

ment, according Lo a digpatch publizhed
by “The New Yark World™:

e tregty clangs on

elicle Ahis

repatations will m-
Pt s Germanyis to be compeiled
bo secopt responsibility for all damages in-

| eluded awithin the soven eategories based
upot the damages fuflicted upon lfe and
projerty of o nmon-military nature, In ef-
feet, she will be asked to sipn & blank
eheck for the sum invelved, which i= not 1o

e pliveedd immediately at the final figure, hut
in to be ealeulated al o meeting to he held
ithin two years from the date of the treaty
signaiuee,

Yoy purpeses of guidniee, computntions
nf the Alhes are to be acceessible to the Ger
HIL appro: nie
totnl of 45000000000 ne the amount to be
piic;

mans, wd these will 2how

will e delormined that

this =um,

either in full of an a lnrge part, shall be
prad wilivin a peried of one generation, or
thirty yedrs, with the possibility of eom-
| positton i Germany phows good faith anid

| ity

| the dbwenssion of the trenty of ponen,

the poseibility of prolonging the period of
if she proves reealeitrant,  She
18 Ao pay et onee §6,000,000000, of which
SHOOO000.000 15 to be appliedl upon food anid
supplics alloented to her, the balanee heing
used for immediate paymenta to
unid ather eountiies
suffered from invaajon,’

Franee, Merhia wlhieh

Nuturally enough, intenge anxioly is
evident din Franee the result, (he
helief in some quarlers boing that vt
itberests of the pepublic aee on the point
of et ancrificed tosecure an smicable
terminabion:  The Meeneh  attitude  is
clenrly estimated by Frodeviek Moore in
The Pribute, when he pnys:

ovoer

S e imposi bl tocdbegen e the terribile
WA e L wlifeh P swhele wl the Peeneh
peaple wee ey o this tha dinal week for

I'he
prdi of e eountry hos been ananimaonn
In Iapth

polling ecomditiong necensney

SUNQ nee, and one does not have to read
between the lines to Know that the people
fear that they are to be ground belween the
two Anglo-Baxon millstones,

“1 talked ut length yesterday with =a
Froneh Senator of groal ability and liberal
outlook, who spoke with entire frankness,
only on the promize that his name would
not be used.
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our’’

[ further be prepared to see a flood of emipra-

Y Yo will hesr sometimes foolish state- |
| ments that Germa has really won the
[ war, he said. 'Of course, she hasn't, but

neither has Franee, Twp nations only can
be said to have won the war in the sense
thyat they have emerged from it with bene-
fits: more thun ecounterbalaneing their
logzes," "

“We must not, we are told, press Ger-
many teo harvd,” comments “The Boston

Evening Transeript.” And—
“weomust not permit France to make her-
self safe oh her eastern frontier, Instead,

we must leave to Germany hey Tulerum, her
buse, her sceure position Tor a future at-
tack France; shall have
Bolshevism in Germany  Bolshevigm, which

un otherwize we

15 being shaken by the Prussian Junkers
before the eves of Eurepe as a vision of
terror!  If this programme iz indeed to be
| allowed to sueceed, how cun we stand up
and fuace our rveturning Yankee division
when il muarches threugh the streels of
Beston? By such a surrender to Germany,

acriie

by sueh a s ¢ of France, the' Amarican
Paris would have gone

ta the heroie

representative it

far to mock and neutralize

| labor and sacvifice of our bovs on the fields

ol hattle”

Indeed, the question of the seriousness

| of the German attitude is looming large,

together with the debate as to how a pos-
sible German refusal to sign will be met.

As far as Germany 15 coneerned, I'fesi-
dent Ebert has pointed out her situation
in terms singularly conelusive for a con-
quered nation.

“It is a matter of life or death for
ug,”" he is quoted agz zayving. “If we give
up the Sawr region, Danzig, Alsace-Lor-
raine, the southern frontier and the Af-
rican colonies, Germany will be unable

| to support herazelf, let alone pay her war

debts.”

! eonecert

tinn from Germany. One-third of the pop-
ulation must find refuge in other countries
unider penalty of starvation if they should
try to hive solely from the soil of the em-
pire. There is, therefore, no finality in the
Allies” conditions or in Germany's accept-
ance or refusal so long as these conflicting
conditions are not reconciled.”

The League

HE league of nalions is still in a

formative: stage, with the second
draft of the covenant completed and
carrying many revisions, though it is
stated that it is a question of days “be-
fore the Monroe Deoctrine feature, the
Japanese demand for racial equality and
Leon Bourgeois's amendments regarding
inspection and control of armaments
will be agreed upon."”

While awaiting the publication of the
revised covenant, Baron Makine's state-
ment insisting on the racial equality of
all nations is believed by some to presage
anpther delay in the treaty. According
to “The Boston Globe,” the racial equal-
ity problem will have to be solved mow:
West have come face to face
Japan has asked that its =ub-
jeets be placed on a basis of equality with
other people inside the league of matons.
Christendom is conscious that one of the
master nations of tM world is outside the
Caucasian

“East and

at Paris.

race.

“For one thousand years all equal dip-
lomatie intercourse has been between white
nations. Turkey, thrust into the European
toward the end of the nineteenth
eentury, was not an exception. The powers
were obliged to deal with the ‘sick man of
Europe' because the sequel to his death

would have been a scramble for his estate.

Bul the premiers did not regard the Grand
Vizier as theirecual; and he and his master
accepted the inferior place, life being sweet,

“It is different with Japan. There are
ive great powers in the world - Great Brit-
| ain, America, Franece, Italy and Japan.

Thus “The Washington Post” sees the |

peace conlerence in the position of en-
deavoring to eat the calie and have it at
the same time, commenting on the Herr
Ebert statement as follows:

“What do the Allies want? Do they want

a cstrong -and prosperous (Germany. with o

revived industry and eommerce 3 Germany
thitt will be able to pay a huge annual trib-
ute to

the

wipe out the claims against her of

people she has injured? Or do they

want Germany rdduced to imnotenve, cven
s p potgntial gnenace io peace, an agri-

eultural people living from the produce of
peny 4

Alone of all the colored races, her people
have broken into the charmed cirele.

“America cannot dodge the issue which
Japan is raiging now and which China and
Indin arpg sure to complicale in a few dec-
The real choice open to the world
ig whether it is to be faced separately or
Must each nation struggle alome

ades,

tozether,

\ towurd a =golution, or shall they reason to-

the soil, ag was the ease in Germany be-
fore 18707 The Allies cannot ‘eat their |
cake and have AL I they desire huge in-

demnities, put LGermuny on her
fonts they t open the szeas and the
| weorid to b commerce and provide her
with all the vinl Ele wants.
I e s reduced, on the other hand, to

Belgium, |

1]
|

the vole of i agricultural people, they must
venounce all idea of indemnitics and wigst

|

gether and meet the race question within

aep

a league of nations?

According to a recent dispatch from

Paris the French view of the situation
is that—
“the principal Japanesze demands are un
deniably acceptable, though it may be un-
necessary and possibly unwise to include
the speeitic statement in the league proj-
eet, !

It is remarked incidentally that “this
spirit of compromise and willingness to
avoid a deadlock dominates all the work
now going on, from the Council of Four
down.”

Who Will Pay France?

Vrewm oy Los Chansy

The characters here are easily recognized. The English car-
toonist sets his scenc in a French restaurant, where the follow-

ing conversation ensues:

The patron: He has smashed up nearly everything in the

place, and stolen the spoons,

bill.

and now he says he won't pay my

The guest in the foreground: *'[ think justice would be done
if the wretched man paid for his dinner.

The patron: Eh, bien! Perlmps

balance? (No response).

monsieur is willing to pay the
~The Pugsing Show,



